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The Dutch maritime cluster

Å Powerful , innovative and a 
strong international position

Å 12,000 companies

Å Total value added: ú21 bln

3,3 % of GNP

Å Total employment: 224,000 
persons

2,5 % of national 
employment



The Dutch Maritime Strategy 2015 -2025

ñAn integral maritime government policy needs a 
government wide maritime strategyò

with the aim 

- to develop a collective approach 

- to deal with new trends and developments in society 

- to foster an increasing correlation of maritime industries in the 
Netherlands   



The Dutch Maritime Strategy 2015 - 2025

Å January 2015 the Maritime Strategy was sent to Parliament

Å A co -production of the maritime industry and government



Maritime Strategy Ambition & Objectives

ñAn international sustainable leading maritime position for the 
Netherlands, 

achieved by 

an integral cooperation between the national government and the 
maritime cluster on a basis of a shared maritime strategy.ò  



Maritime Strategy focus 

ÅFormulates policies on 6 clusterwide policy areas

ÅEmphasises the need for international cooperation: 
IMO, EU, CCR, ILO, NATO, UN é

ÅPublic and private collaboration between 
government, companies and knowledge institutions 
(óthe golden triangleô) are central in this strategy



6 Cluster -Wide Policy Areaôs

1. Human Capital

2. Trade

3. Accessibility

4. Safety and the Environment

5. Security and Stability

6. Last but not least: Innovation



Human Capital

Å The maritime cluster is powered by people; by their knowledge, 
experience and ingenuity. 

ï More young people to enter a maritime training and profession

ï Enterprises in the cluster will have to offer their personnel 
development opportunities and career prospects

ï Quality education, visibility and a positive image of the cluster

ï Quality education is key in enhancing job mobility between 
maritime professions



Trade
Å To retain and, where necessary, reinforce its sustainable position as 

maritime world leader it is of importance to have:

ï An attractive business climate, good relations with other maritime regions, 
unambiguous international regulations, an adequate shipping register and 
(inter)national cooperation between shipping inspectorates

ï On-going investment in knowledge and expertise and the development of a 
level playing field ïboth in Europe and worldwide

ï Involving the maritime cluster in trade missions remains of vital importance



Accessibility

Å A sustainable, reliable, speedy and prompt transportation requires 
an efficient and seamless transport network with:

ï Excellent maritime access routes

ï Strong logistical hubs

ï Good connections to the hinterland

ï Good connections to other modes of transport and administrative 
connectivity



Safety and the Environment

Å Safety and the Environment are the fundaments of economic growth.

ï Only a safe and environmentally - friendly maritime sector, that 
operates sustainably can continue to live up to its economic 
potential

Å Increasing attention for:

ï Spatial development in the North Sea

ï Increased safety awareness/professional safety culture

ïReduction emissions and the promotion of sustainable use of the 
sea and seaports

Å IMO leading, if needed EU. No additional national requirements



Security and Stability

Å Our maritime interest extends 
across the globe.

ï Representing the vital 
interests of the Netherlands 
and the physical safety of its 
residents requires 
continuous efforts from the 
public and private actors.

ï The Royal Netherlands Navy 
plays a key role in 
preventing, averting or 
combating threats.





Innovation

Å Innovation should result in clean, smart and safe shipping, social 
innovation and integration of the maritime transport in the logistical 
chain. 

Å A good knowledge base requires strong collaboration between 
companies, knowledge institutes and the government, within and 
amongst the top sectors. 

Å The maritime cluster however must seize business opportunities -
the government will facilitate where possible.



Innovation ïThe Government

Å Eliminating legal barriers for innovation:

ï The government plans to adjust or even delete legislation in order 
to offer greater scope for experimentation, to encourage 
innovative types of vessels and, where possible, to act as 
launching customer (Royal Netherlands Navy).

ï Fast processes of approval.

Å Facilitate the use of alternative fuels.

Å Innovation involves optimizing co - financing from the EU. 



Innovation ïThe Maritime Cluster

Å Continue the intensive cooperation between enterprises , knowledge
institutes and the national government (óthe golden triangle ô). 

Å But also : look for Cross Industry Innovations !

Å Inform the national government at an early stage about
developments that do not fit in the current legislation and be specific
about rules that form legal barriers for innovation .

Å Act as a launching customar and contribute and share specific
knowledge and expertise.



Innovative Financing - Challenges

Å Ship owners must comply with (new ) 
emission standards ; 0.1% sulphur limit in 
ECA North Sea by 1/1/2015

Å Ship owners can invest in greening their
fleet or switch to low sulphur fuels

Å Low sulphur fuels like marine diesel are 
more expensive than heavy fuel oil

Å Greening investments in e.g. LNG retrofit
or newbuilt vessels become necessary

Å Ship owners experience difficulties to get

a. access to finance for sustainable
investments

b. attractive financial conditions



Innovative Financing - Opportunities

Å Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) transport 
grants are available ; but Motorways of the 
Seas budget is limited .

Å Juncker Investment Plan for the EU

Å EU focus on financing opportunities: 

o European Fund for Strategic 
Investments (EFSI) 

o Financial instruments combining EU 
guarantees (CEF) with national 
investment facilities (GO and Growth)

Å Purpose is to catalyze EU investments


